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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 August 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,2 and 11-16 is/are pending in the application. 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

The request filed on 8/3/09 for a Request for Continuing Examination (RCE) 
under 37 CFR 1.1 14 is acceptable and an RCE has been established. Any previous 
finality is hereby withdrawn and a new action on the merits follows. Any newly- 
submitted claims have been added. An action on the RCE follows. 

Claims 1, 2 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hengstenberger et al. '671 in view Nunn et al and Schoenbrun. 
Hengstenberger shows a drag harness 1 0 of a type used by a rescuer to drag a 
wearer lying in a supine position from a perilous situation, the drag harness 
comprising a single arm loop 14 for both arms and a drag grip 16, all of which are 
defined by a single continuous length of strapping fixed directly to itself, the arm 
loop having a fixed length and being adapted to receive the arms of a wearer, the 
claimed difference being the pair of fixed arm loops for separate arms. Nunn 
shows a harness having first arm loop defined by a first strapping length 14 that is 
doubled against itself to define first and second lapped lengths of the strapping, a 
second arm loop defined by a second strapping length 14 that is doubled against 
itself to define a third lapped length of the strapping, the first, second, and third 
lapped lengths of the strapping residing in stacked relationship at a first location 
19. Schoenbrun shows a pair of fixed arm loops comprising a first arm loop 3,B;, 
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and a second arm loop 2,A fixed in a stacked relationship at 1. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Hengstenberger for his arm loop to comprise a pair of loops, as taught by 
Nunn, for encircling each arm, and for the arm loops to be fixed at the stacked 
location, as taught by Schoenbrun, to enable fixed size loops. 

Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hengstenberger et al. '671 in view Nunn et al and Schoenbrun, as applied to claim 
1 above, and further in view of Crouch. Crouch shows a continuous length of 
strapping 20 having spaced first and second ends at 24, hand loop 1 6 is defined by 
a strapping length that is doubled against itself to define lapped lengths of the 
strapping that reside in stacked relationship with each other and another lapped 
length of the strapping at the first end, and the lapped lengths and the another 
length of the strapping are fixed together by stitching 24. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Hengstenberger for his drag loop 16 at 12 to be formed by the free ends of 
is strap stacked and secured to the body of the strap , as taught by Crouch, as a 
known continuous strap ends hand loop connection. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,2 and 1 1 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alvin C. Chin-Shue whose telephone number is 
571-272-6828. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on 571-272-7069. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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